BuildOrBuy Group Network
[ www.buildorbuy.org | www.buildorbuy.net ]

Meeting Location: 4543 Post Oak Place, Suite 200  • Houston, TX. 77027 • (713) 993-3300 

http://www.hal-pc.org/~gboyd/borbsig
INTRODUCTION TO BuildOrBuy A PC – 

BuildOrBuy SIG is for those HAL-PC* members who wish to advance their knowledge of PC technology, both hardware and software, toward the purchase and assembly/installation of total PCs or component upgrades.  

The SIG meets weekly on Wednesday from 1-5 pm. Programs, discussions, and Q&A Sessions are usually held from 1-3 pm, and an equipment workshop for upgrades from 3-5 pm. The SIG does not “repair” PCs; but may assist a member to establish which component has failed and is in need of replacement, if the PC meets the minimums established by the SIG (See Equipment Upgrades and Assembly). NO WALK-Ins! Let us know in advance please – Email: TechHelp@BuildOrBuy.Net 

New and “less knowledgeable” members are welcome; we all started at the same place once upon a time. Due to the wide range of topics and the variety of PC experience levels represented, attendance at multiple (3) SIG meetings may be necessary before a newcomer gains a comfort level.  Please hang in there with us; we will try to have a mix of topics to interest all levels of PC users.  
SIG “HEAVY PHILOSOPHICAL THEORIES”

HAVE FUN – Life is too short otherwise.

KEEP IT SWEET AND SIMPLE (KISS) – We are not rocket scientists here! 

(They are down at NASA!)  
$$$ MOST BANG FOR THE BUCK $$$ – All of us want to spend our money wisely. 

EACH ONE TEACH ONE – Sharing and caring as we climb the ladder of knowledge together! 

Recommended Minimum Configuration for New PC 

1. CPU: Athlon XP or Intel Pentium 4 – 1 GHz (or Faster) CPU with PCI Bus motherboard (PC 2001 Specs). 

2. RAM: 512 MB (1 Megabyte, = approx. 1 million bytes) RAM (Random Access Memory) 

3. Video: Graphics/video accelerator card with 64 MB Video RAM

4. HD: 60 GB (1 Gigabyte, = approx. 1 billion bytes) ATA/100 or ATA/133 Hard Drive 7200 RPM. 

5. Floppy: 1.44 MB (3-1/2”) floppy Disk Drive. 

6. Monitor: 17” or 19” (bigger IS better), non-interlaced, .28 maximum dot pitch (.25 is even better), 72 hertz vertical refresh rate, capable of, or 1280x 1024 if 17”; 1280 x 1024 if 19”, 1600 x 1200 if 21”.

7. Mouse, Trackball, Graphics Tablet or other pointing device - optical wheel mouse, wireless mouse. 

8. Keyboard: Internet multi-function type Keyboard 

9. CD-ROM: (Compact Disc - Read Only Memory), 40X (40 speed). Much of the new software is being issued on CD-ROM instead of diskettes.

10. CD-R or CD-RW 50x 10x 4x (reads 50x, writes CD-R 10x , CD-RW 4x) Burn-Proof enabled. 

11. Modem: Fax & Data – V.90 / V.92. To connect PC to phone line to use Internet or BBS (Bulletin Board Systems), send/receive email and fax files from other PCs; Cable phone line or DSL – LAN Card. 

12. Sound Card and Speakers, to hear audio from CD-ROM installations, Internet, games, etc. 

Recommended: Sound Blaster Live Platinum for Consumer Audio Playback. 

13. Case - Enlight with 350 watts power supply and 1 extra fan. 

See BuildOrBuy web sites for latest PC Build Specifications & Configurations! 

SIG HELP COMMITTEE LIST – 

The SIG members below have volunteered to answer phone call questions regarding SIG activities.  PLEASE call one of the below members for these questions.  Gill Boyd, our SIG Leader, cannot answer such calls due to the weekly meetings and the volume of calls.  If the volunteer cannot provide the needed assistance, efforts may be made to have someone else contact you.  It may also be suggested that the question be asked at the next SIG meeting so that all may benefit from its educational aspects. 

VOLUNTEER

PHONE 
DAYS

TIMES


Nick Brown 

 (713) 665-3444 
Mon.-Sun 
10am -10pm



Tom Lassiter 

(713) 447-8717
Mon.-Sun
10am - 7pm



Pat Monaghan

(713) 468-9645
Mon.-Sat
  9am - 9pm 



Joe Whinery

1(281) 232-8798
Mon.-Sat
 9am – 9pm 
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